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eenttKf school lbuacy: ns«m@ esi wr front isr 

Noun tain MiiM Libx*ry ^aaociation la pl****d to be involved la ti*ia 
pxotact focsmtu tittvi country *Cbooi *xpat Uac** reading of thia pxoja^fc 
|f«i tb# H*ttoo*l Bn*?«*ot fox tha huaaivuia*, coat chasing a?td oth#c 
torttr tbuttooa auabdad ua all to *or* with tba a^vaxai iiit^^d 
j m aU iaa Comal tta»« mi Mil a* many othaf atata and loo^al UbxaxUa, 
-ip^i^ aad Int+taatad ^itiiana, W* ata daaply iapraatad dot oaly by th# 
a r rt h u a U a a fox till* wort fey all ecwaxnad but 6y th* milb of exp*xie*w* 
bxfc*y9h£ to b*ax la €ocu*lr»9 attaMioo wk* aM tvcaptut iw|~-tM*i impox taat 
past of hijtoxy, and bev w* 90* baca* mis ptolact sttii to identify tdny 
of tba teat* aad *chaxactat Co**** ion* out toeial, political and 

aoomaaic iaat ittftioaa in t5a W»*t , 

JUx**d> tte Mia Pxoj«ct obi act iv* aa—s to bm set* ati*ulati«4 lib* at y 
aad itftcc«aaitm circulation ot Mauuical and rusumt i«s *at*x iaU la 
tMs caQlon* Itablic ttttaxaat It fifing in t«9tcwaL *tat#*aad loeal 
m»tory« Oxal biatory pto<?*aaa ax* Isgcaaaiag with ggaat*& puMio 
participation, Ttvt *tudy of gnaatop-Hted $ha saaxob for thia 
information— %a oaualag much intat*at in oouultiog— and 
pca aa n rtttfr— bi*to*lg*l *at**iala* tfhat baa b*#n * tat tad haxa will and 
villi tbia p*o jact . Tba Imnadiata x**uita wtU tout t^a eat Ira t^ioo at%4 
b# aval labia foe any who *iab tb* ps?oqx«* ttL»* *^ *\*ub*t . Ws#c# will 
ba dladuM&n of — and action *tha isauaa in^lvit^ tha h^uitit Ua 
aad pyfeiic pal£oi«* f p&at md p^aaaRt, ti^a ^untain Plains tibcacy 
^aaociation la pto^d to ba a p*xtc*at Is t&Lw thm o^mty s^Hool 

h*qm^t* aad Its CO«tiibutlo^ to uadatstaadin* hti»anttiaa oi* t^m Ztwtimt* 



>»avada St^ta Libtat t*n 
gp^^ Ottata& m rlaifia tibxaxy Muaopiatlcn 



\wmpu*j 4 cava uuitvfik, 9j sn*i« uruiivj 



?ha Country School In Utarature * 
The Country School ie|««cy project has bean aoaply publleUed 
so 1 will *#y only that It t| an eignt-atita endeavor, aponiored by 
.the Mountain Plain* Library association arid Funded by tha fiatlenal 
Endowwint for the Humanities, tlso that for the past year »nd a 
half op to, two associates an#*l have bean searching out th^at 
legacy. Ve hava obtained histories of »or# than a hundred 
schools, have tage-recorded at least that »any people, md have 
buildup a considerable bibliography, The j»at six wontns, 

a * 

Jts Brussels, poab-i«-rsstdan©«^at Wavna . 3t»t«, Sandra Wofield 
or Chadron State, and I have been going up and down the land 
offering sanlilars on the subject, \ 

The artlolaa we hava writ tan— my final report la 000a- 
lan§th*- t the letter* we have collected, the cassette* tapes , 
historical and biographical forma, a goo* color fUa, a booklet, 
and other display aaterials hav«~ba«n p\ In the Kearr, 8f Stftta 

Library for all to behold. 

The tapea, istters, and so on are Interest n$ , bwt thH 
afternoon I will draw on literature to give the ta'.H 1 did 
not farlier feel I could give. I a *t c-wiviac«4 that the 
gene r a I audit no a a * .n- 1 j a ppr ee If to % h »: - < , \ u » iv .. eo nc *» fa v \ th 
lltsraiore. So, this is a t^aper ! have *-,.«,. n | n g to write. 
1 hope it does not blunt any wuMj receptivity you Had prepared 



or. me , 



Vfe could begin with the country bcuaoi ia Puritan tUnes, 
But why seek In Maasaeh'usetti antiquity ta learn that "In 
AdaA*9 fall, we tinned ail" when sensory, collaborating evidence 
lies all around -us for the plucking? We will plunge in * bit 
later with material a bit removed, although itjwiii stlli-savor 
of Puritan land, Like the Ancient Greeks, it \% difficult to • 
gnt completely away from our gloomy ancle;, tors. ? 

Colonial Massachusetts exported Its pedlars, Its men of the 
cloth, and its teachers abroad* One fictional member was lehabod 
Crane. who sought to teach the -Sleepy, Hello* school In Mew *or* 
among the sturdy, substantial, phlegmatic Dutch, Besides droningly 
lining out the Bay Book psalms to his student* *nd 'teaching mam 
their nnmoars, Ichabod, an unioCaly. feilo^^Uh^ name to match, 

* . hankarM ^ Van Tassel, or her wealth, or 

both, asJ for Ichabod, Brom Bones had about the sum* tnt^rests 

• in the Dutch girl. You know who wan. Dressed In a garb ancestral 
to the robas of the Ku Mux Klan, he shattered i real low pygipkln 
on Ichabod*! haad and thus bantshed him f>c«*^ the area. 

He possibly did move farther was! and, slnro he was lcm||iog 
for i sonicate, it la too bad that It couldn't h#vo baan two 
hundred years later, far, out In Hhp pralr'.a states, w«ra 
thousands of single school teScner a a writer described as * f a mob 
of saoblig maidens m«dltatinar matrimony," Timing is everything. 

Viswed frnm i loftj t^lana, one might sap thia story as Xr^inj'a 

nu^roua barb at his fallow New Yorkers tn1 th^ir ant t f^a thy to 

thm learning tnd aligns ^ iv#nii« of thn Lngland Imports* butr § 

looking at It fro~i a eonslcleribl? lowtit lftv*fil t dna might cmclude 
a 

tnat it took /robust psracm to t^acth a country school, n$ we will 
ER^C l*t*r notice in athur situations* 



Whittle** Is a dimmer luminary then Irving in American 

literary history. But for hi s 4* lass lea I allusions* his pdems 

lack complexity*- the suflHSum bonun of cmt^mporiry literary studies. 

Consider what Irving Howe s*ys of his poetry! , 

His poetic limitations ere es transparent is his moral 
strengths. He yields himself much too easily to en insistent 
end threadbare didacticism? he has almost no Ironic distance 
. from his own ballets; he slides comfortably Into the aentl- 
mental; end his verse has a way 4 of c lopping along, like a 
we Unbroken horse on a familiar country road, 

Howe states piy feelings pretty well, I would find It difficult 
to teach Whittier»s poems, for T don*t know whst I would find to 
say about them In any extended sense, and there a*?e the require* 
4fnts of the class period. Students would hava the same problem 
In finding critical issues in them. I recall reading a iroltme 
of Whlttler 1 ! snfci-sla^ery pommu for historical purposes, I was 
%ttetnottng to discover his position on tha Issjs, end It wssn%£ * 
hird to determine * He hated sleepy. 

All of tnls acknowledged, I still Liks carta In of hi 3 poems. 

Re 13 be may, hawser, White len left two t^it touch on Zftm * 
country schools * One, "Snowbound, 11 most people recall mainly 
by ths title, 7 suspect h for who of un in recent yaand has raad 
through its rifiO lln^i of photomontage? 

Among that group of llaw ^n^l^nd^r^ sitting the 3 toy** aro»mJ # 

when 

The gun th^t brief Dacamber day 
Rose cheerless over hills of g^ay, 
And, darkly clrclod g«re at noon 
k sadder light than wantn? moon* 

Ifiong that group sat on« f "Brisk wleld&r of ths birch an 1 rule,/ 
"The mastdr of the district school," JUs was a youthful, laughing 



face on which "scarce •ppeared/The uneerta in prophecy .of buara." 
A*¥*fu«ee fro« the "wild" northern hills of tfew Hampshire where 
sat Dartmouth, he was even more than three peraens in one. He 
was a violinist, a scholar, a raconteur, and a moonlighter, for 
he^could doff at ease his jchoisr's gown/To peddle wares from 
town to town*" 

In this friendly account, one misses threats, against the 

teacher seen in Irving*s Sleepy Hollow and In others we will take 

note of later. Still, if the teacher was a "brisk wteidar of 

the hirch and rule," it is po-stfele that in the aftvarmath of the 

snowstorm, a part Whittler doesn't include, with a second, clear 

dawn comlnff, the youngsters* a,n tmei selrits, in tow whll* #fc home, 
he unleashed 

might *ftle*»**-Wi*rf at school, % and we would then have our violence. 

But, such has to te Idle speculation* These youngsters, \f 
Quaker like White Hir, would surely have te«n prompted %o Behave 
in accordance with th*» "slid,- inner lie 1 t. "**v>y sll possessed, 
ryft having tnmn nurtured on th*? e^nvletlon th*it t km^z 
fall* ainnad all.*' Suppose? 

* thourht of 

In a poem, •'In School Days,' 1 Uni tt l#r/e*ri l^r day*§ occasioned 



by ate ing tha ncftoolhous© hm one** attended, w a r^gg^d fcegg&r 

sunning/ 1 he called tt. Tm old building recall* tn his i^tnd 

who walked hctneward with hl*i after geho^I hours, f?**r "acft 

nand'n llsht earrMsIng* the poet* sn** confe§3#*d f 

sorry that I spelt the word: 
I hate to 20 above you,, 
because, 11 the Crown eyea lower fell,— 
"Iteeauee you , 1 love youJ M 



ERLC 



Althauffh the grasses on hep grave had "for forty years been, 
growing," Whl ttior retifpberad her In reflecting— 

fie Uvea to learn, in life's hard school* * ^ 

Hew few who pass above him 
tMtent their triumph end hit loss, 

Like her,— 'because tfeey -love hlw. 

i 

These two were nostalgic,* sentimental, gentle ooe«? 3, and convey 
their thoughts In a eels/, reposeful eianfter, b«t still without ; 
the hufflor of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow." But, to another 
writer, this time Edward Eggleaton whose life span fro« i£G7 to 
1892 watched tfhtttler's exactly. * % 

Taking into account the great emphasis en spelling ma tchea 
tn tha country schools of the nlesteenth century, one must can* 
elude f Ingles ton F€tm?ke$ 9 that the chiaf and of man wm to 
learn how to spell, His ^classic,** The ffooafgr Schoolmaster * 
l57I # sufg^sted that spelling was the "national g^w n In fioopole 
County In SoutHtm Indiana, with ahucklrti the only oth#r pufellc 
competition* Our ^crooked orthography** hi* thought © blessed 
*hlng f for el^e th^re could have Seen no fpellinsr sttiools. 
E*#a today, I t su||ist f our ^crooked orthography 1 * can oft#n bring 
a Stud#n£ f s paper In English compost t isn into df^f^vor* 

$f course, Fggleston pitted the young te^eft^r, another one 
with "uncertain prophecy of fceard," sgqtnjt the loe^l champion. 
The taaehar ss/ed his own reputation* Ka ousted tha local speller 
P* fell, however— Z shorten the story td*?rablf*- to a pretty 

tut huatle indentured terwtt girl o^r ^D^g rreotype," which 
he feegan "Day*** They had worked pest Mncor, *t*§ns Iblt 1 ty 9 ** 
s re**l nut to crack in my day, also, T suspect, past "sntl- 
dls*st«bllthm^fit«rl«nlfin, ff You are not surprised that Ralph 



escorted young Hannah* heme* that one thing led to another and 

they were finally wed. bat not until they had It aped over tome 

stock obstacles* one, bains that Ralph h#d to go on trial and 

% confessed, 
was saved froa prison bmceuse the real robber /hs /Ing gotten 

ratigion, as they say* 

/ One * character* actor In this novel was the Squire, who 

i 

/ was the chief pronouneer at the spelling Patches-. An odd~iooking 

boaibaater, he was got up in a swallcw~fcail coat, a pair of black 

gloves, a dirty f ws*en-eotored w£g # not h*id firaily in plaoe, 

spectacles which slipped off, n glass eye perpetually out of 

false 

phase with its companion, and/teeth moving often out of synfch 

with his Jaws* Egglesten #ade the **tost of this comic piece. 

Squire Hawkins, Tike tchabod Crane, wai another Massachusetts 

exportation^ but, by the time of the spell-down his idioms had 

„ been overlaid ^#ith Western (Indiana} pronunciations* Left the 

Squire sp*sk # for himself— 

I feel as if I could Se grand! ioq/jent on thts interesting 
occasion (twisting bis scalp around), but raley I must 
forego any such exertions. It it spelling you want. Spelling 
is the corner-stone, the grand, underlying suhterfqg^, of a 
good eddieation* 1 put the spellin # ~book prepared by the 
great Daniel Webster alongside the Bible, X tfo, raley. 
I think X may put it ahead of the Bible, For if it wyrn f t 
fer spellin f -books and sith occasions as these, where would 
the Bible be? T should like to know, the ^«rt who got uo, 
who compounded this work of Inextricable vgloo was i b**nu« 
factor to the whole hu^an race or any ott^r* (Here the 
spectacles fell off, The Squirt replaced th*^ in so*c? con** 
* fasten, gave the top of his head tnotbtir twist, end felt of 
his glass aye, while poor Ssocky— s nstve youngster-* 
stared in wonder, and Betsey Short rolled fro**! sldn to side 
in the effort to suppress her giggle. 1 

Again, who can- say that Eggleston diJn't mine this, eorne vein 
pretty thorou^ilyf 
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It saeais hard for mm to pass up this simple novel, On© sore 
incident and I will ftog© on*to mote modern things* A present- 
ly aupplic£&t*for a teaching peat In a fair-ftt^ed system may 
apply to a principal or a superintendent. * fhtii e«y taak 
has disadvantaged fear beyond atasufe. It fees feeen a sterile 
experience* Even though ahe applies for a ptsee in one of the 
* 390 one-rcoiw<eountry schools of Hebraaka* ihe has probably had a 
cake-walk. When thee applied for Jobs la yesteryear, teachers 
had a truly enrleheniog experience, as Ralph Bartsook's Interview 
with "old Jack Heana," Plight disclose. Means was trustee of the. 

Flat Creek district. He speaks ■ v. 

C3 

"Ifou see,'* coatlaued Mr. Means, spitting In a meditative 
sort of way, "you see, we a-'n't none of your saft sort la 
these dlgglas. It takes* a nan to boss this deestrle'c, . 
Howsuadever, ef you think yotPkln trust your hide la Plat 
Crick school -house I ha'n»t got no 'ejection. But ef you 

fit licked, don't come on us. Plat Crick don't cay no 
nsurence, you betl Any other trustees? Waives. Put 
as I pay the aost ta^es t 'others Jlst let ©e run the thin*. 
You can begin right off a M«nd§y» They a'n't been no ether 
applications. *fou see, ft takes grit to apply for this 
school. The last Piaster had a black eye for a month, But, 
as I wuz sayln', you can jlst roll ue tad wade In. I 'low 
you've got spunk, stayee, and tha*f eoes for a heap sight store »n 
stnoe with hoys. Walk in, and stay o*„»*r Sunday with 
You'll h-v* to beard rom » , and I guess you -better cegin here,* 

Kffleston contended that his Booster gghooI-Ma^t^r was "She "file- 

trader of *h# procession of A*serie*in dialect \ a*r willing 

to concede him this distinction. C 

He hissed a lick or so in this hiring scene, H« did include 

so^ie details that may ha ve seen o/errfone for dr^atlc effect* 

Htans 1 tig bulldog sniffed menacingly around nalch'3 oantj l^gt 

all t~# whiles btj two sons stood to one side looking quite 

physically at thm candidate for Flat Crick teaching honors, 

CD <* * ncapulchrltudioysness teen-ege daughter giggled at the thought 



he night be es ten by the tulldog. But, whets the author to 1 3 
about .the hiring, he oever brought up the question of wage £ J 
Xt mf experiences as rural school teseher In the I930 f s told 
wm anything, the first question asked by the board member should 
have been, ^Hot* much 1 11 you work for? 1 o*e it to the taxpayers 
of the district to get a teacher just as cheap at ¥t can* Times 
have been hard this year, tbe crops poor.* and on and on. 

Irving* Wfelttier, and Eggleston wrote in the nineteenth 
century* Jesse Stuart, who told of his Ions years of t^ching: 
in Greenup County in northeastern Kentucky* if a ^o^rm author* 
I have looked into pto of his books on ttfehlng**^o Te*ch» To 
* Love % first copyrighted in 1936 f and # ?h^ Thread Ttrnt °uns So 
Trot , llh%* 

to reco»mt 

"ecuug^ there is too Pueh/ln his books about the country 
school t I will select one fee tare-* the schoolteacher's feeing 
challenged by boys who ***re §4 old or older than he was, and 
often larger, It Is a thread tbat res r*M tpr ou£h previous 
reference s— fron Ichabod *:i oroblens witn Src-n 9one^» through 
Whittier^s description of the schoolmaster an "'brisk wtelder of 
the birch and rule,** to Ralph Harts ook*s notice by. old Jack 
If* ana that the toys stood ready to throw him out, 

And so it was with Jesse SLtusbt* In his first teaching post 
at Lonesome Valley School, bein^ not eiren seventeen* Stuart. -nude 
Its point to hare the twent-y-year-old son of a board m*mb&r 
convoy hi» to school, U% had convinced this strappln? young * 
Stalwart to resu«e his education, csrtlj as support* Stuart 



.- * * - 

had heard that Guy Hawkins , the comsuni ty.and school bully, 
would be walfcin* for tola en bla first day. Guy had chased the 
teacher's sister of nineteen from the school' be fore she could 

• — — - - - 

eestplese her tens, had. la fact blacked her eyes vstl© her studenta 

watched, The youpsr teacher had eftde a prudent nose. The first 

day passed without challenge fro© luy. fti did two or three others. 

we are not to be disappointed, however. Good (theater depends 

they neet la coe'eat, and they did, as early a>C)Jipter Three'; 

but not before -the teacher had^aade a ec*»«endsbi* and also 

prudent effort to avoid it. tmt, he promoted the larger and 

older Hawkins fro® the first grade where be had languished 

for aosethinz like eight years. Then Jhe eermltted^hts 9i;.~ehlld the 

undemanding task of carrying we ter fron a nearby farmstead:. 

Nonetheless, one night after school, the bully showed up and 

announced he would "whip'* the teacher, So, *the fight was on. ^ 

I will pick it up Just after Stuart hit his opponent with * 

ti&ywaker ans then a-#4ying tackled | ^ 

A Kls face hit flat against the floor and his aose was 

flattened. The -blood spurted as he started to get up. 

y 1 Xet hla get to his feet. I wondered if T should. 

' * For I knew it was either hies or as. One or us\naa to whip. 
. * Mhen* he did get to hfs feet after that terrihieVall, I 

waded into his. I hit fast and I hit hard. He swuntrwlld. 
Hit fingernail took a streak of hide from tay neck and* left a *. 
red stark that smarted ar.d^the blood oozed through. I 
rounded his chin. T caught hi*, on the hesrdy jaw, I reeled 
ilia back and followed -jo, 1 gave ^i**, a left to the short 
ribs while «"iy right In a 4 spilt second caught his mouth. 
Blood spurted again, Yet he was not through, But 1 knew 
I bsd hl«. 

And Stuart did have his. He knocked Hawkins out , ' the.n revived 
til*!, reflecting that just a few hoars before he had teen teaching 
his putoll how to spell sissole wordsl To his credit, the van - 
© ouiahed one said, w Mr. Stuart, T really got it poured -on me. - 

ERIC 

You r ra aome fighter,'* Despite repeated sandlngs, the fldor never 



lost lbs bloodstains, reminders to all that this teacher had 

established supremacy* ^ 

Sfcusrt*s title, To Teach, *?o Love, says that all of his 

experiences as country schoolteacher* in Kentucky^ ridge country 

were not tenseful. He Aoyed his days both *^ studsnt ^nd as 

teacher as these lines from the book testify— 

I loved school . I loved school as a barefoot kid, I Iced 
It as a teacher, We never called our kids from the Kentucky 
hills "culturally deprived, * though many of their folks 
couldn f t read or write; we Just taught them and they learned* 

He pointed out that these schools had in effect an * Accelerated 

School Program," because a student teamed what went on in grades 

ahead cf hi*u <?or himself, he could have ^kipped the grade ahead. 

% brother, James, worked through the grades -so rapidly that he 

entered the consolidated high school at Greenup at ten and graduated 

at fourteen* In interviewing older former country school students, 

I ha^e ^noticed they defend their schooling erf the, basis just 

mentioned. Senator Carl.T. Curtis made a big ^ointof it. 

S • ' 

The last two paragrajfcs of To Teach , To Love may be % fitting, 
leave-taking of this Kentucky wri ter« 

One teacher taught all eight grades and usually enjoyed * % 
It. At least I did. Education to them and for thesi *wa-s 
idealistic and the greatest thing they could pass along in ** 
life. The children 1 taught were, more often than not* 
unspoiled, eager, and ambitious. And the^ managed to convey 
'the impression that they enjoyed my classroom. ffaybe they 
were faking It — but you know I don*t think so, 

Ve f ve lost seething we*ve got to get back. Not the one* 
room sehoolhoose, but the spirit of the one-roost schoolhouse. 
I am incurably optimistic about young oeopl£ and ha^e 
boundless faith in the kind of people who go into teaching. 
We 1 11 ge*. it back. " 



Let us consider how Nebraska writers have dealt with the "- 
country, schools. None has given then the full-scale treatment 
as In Stuart' 3 books, only •touching on them as part of a lars*«- 

* # 

work. At least two poets .have written on, country school matter^ 

As he tcld #^ in hlr All" Is But a Beginning . Youth Remembered , 
X 881 -1901 (197E) . matters of discipline came out all right for 
John G. Neihardt in his first teaching, post In the country near 
Bancroft, Nebraska. The moderator of the school "board warned him 
that the boys In the school needed a good thrashing, enough said 
to give a. fledgling teacher forebodings about his task. He 
knew that he. was replacing a young woman teacher who had been 
dr?. oii* io December. "Three husky comfeds* there might think 
thej .oald do the same* with him, This was, I suggest, the Jesse 
Stuart situation in duplicate. 

But,;.fche - nearly "diminutive Neihardt, not much taller than 
five feet, had no reason to doubt his physical strength. Didn't 
he have a chest expansion of ten inches, and couldn't he tear a 
pack of playing cards In two with only his hands, and didn't he 
have" the hUh score of 170b* on the striking machine, all this 
and a trick wrestling hold, he asked himself reassuringly? 

The ohanee to put his strength to use came soon during a snow 
fight when the students ganged up on him. Suddenly, Bill Kendrick 
"amply shouldered and chested like a buffalo bull cair," scooced 
up a handful of sncw, bent on washing the teacher's face. What 
an ideal time for the trick wrestling hold' Neihardt upe-led the 
pqpii and slammed hi*? down on his back. Humbled, Kendrick reached 



out. Disced his hand on Seihardt ! * shoulder and laughed. 
Discipline ceased to be a concern* t 

Stan Smith, once a traveling companion of Neihardt, has 
remarked that the author often recalled his teaching days in 
the country school. The book lust cited has but little aore 
t on them, however. Aitother incident aiay be of seme interest* 

m 

Lite© siost country school teachers, teihards had to board with on* 

of the families in the district/ He had his own bed; that is, 

he did until one Friday nlsht the mistress of the household 

told him that a visiting preacher would be sharing it vith tfUt. 

She was wrong. Because he didn*t relish the prospect of bunking 

tfeibardt 

down with the sinister, / walked over snow-covered fields 

. at night the nearly twenty mil^s. to his parents* how. 

in The Country School Legacy project, we have sought to 
ascertain what roles country schools slayed in the Africanization 
of the various ethnic groups that came to Nebraska in the wake 
of public legislation that made it first a territory and then a 
state, with millions of acres of land inviting settlement* 

Several members cf ethnic groups have tdld me in taped inter- 
views that their Amer icanization was a gradual, benevolent process 
It was not, however, for Hans Grimsen* a fietlve character in 
Josphus Winther f s- Take All to Nebraska f 1^36K the Grimsen family 
had come to Nebraska from Denmark via Massachusetts* Experiences 
in^that Eastern state were trying enough to make them apprehensive 
about the newer land to the west. The Kebraska, experience proved 
their misgivings to be well founded. Hans* mother wished her son 
didn't have to go to the Nebraska rural school, as: if expecting 
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trouble. Hans was enthusiastic about it. Ucoute red a* hJ waa, 
howe ver , with a red tobacco-box lunch 5wk»t, wearin* short 
pants, topped by a creaw-colored blouss, and black stockings with 
newly polishes shoes, his .yellow earls, freshly co«oed, Ksns 
was vaarked boy, and he soon found school to be ariYthins but a 
platan t mxtm?tmn£% m 

First, a group of boys, knowing the Crises children tt* be 
newly-arrived foreigners, accosted the?i rudely, One tried to 
get Sans* pail, so different fw» their own syrup buckets He 
averted the attempt, but it led to Hsns 1 brother taking up the 
insult. A fl«ht ensued, soon broken uo by the teach«r*s bell. 

School tool? up. A Btble read<»-g was followed by the group 
singing, *«¥ay Down Upon the Swanee River,* Hot knowing more than 
a few words In English, lans was nonplussed bv it all. After 
opentng exercises, Instruction In the alphabet began. Later, 
the teacher asked for soae one to recite a res-, frots we-, coy . 
- Wo «it offered to. At last, Hans volunteered with two lines In 
Danish until raucous laughter stopped bias. Ir. the least cruel 
-» account Minther gave of her, the teacher told hi* that ht» r.ust 
not speak in a foreien language, only in English, The boy had 
learned, at the cost of shar.e and confusion, a hard lessor in 
T becoming A**ericanUed, Totop off the slser^ble first'day for 
Hans, he was rrade, to be the vie tin jC the "fly Ins Jump." ^he 
school bully, a man of twenty, propelled hi-; off his feet for a 
distance of twenty feet, causing the youngster to land on his face 
and bloody it. Bis brothers took bin ho-ie at once, 

Hans cane to expect decent treatment fren one teacher, a 

O "plaap, attractive, lsqghter*Tovlng, and kind,** but 

:RJC , - ■- 

a™— she receives aeant treatment from Whither, eaybe because kind. 



Another teacher rec« Was more 9 , "» sal f -cow fcl scent, little 
wonan atout twanty-flve yaara old." wore a "hard, superior 

sail la that 9***9 d to be froaen on h*r f *ee ,* An autocrat without 
cow pass ion for -her -s cade**? , she would approach students fro*i 
the back and whack the« over toe hands with a abort stick* oaa 
of bar ways of tyranalsla* over the children. Of course, they 
grew to hata h«r. JMaid such c aid It Ions. the Qr tutsan children 1 s 
•sstwliation into "African" culture was largely unpleasant, and 
theyaust have wondered, I suggest, why the land s^st In Deaaark 
had not told the* tha full st.ry. 

Asaricanlsatioa wasa*t a najor ocebles far Alfred C. Nialatn, 
as ha rail tad It in hla Llfa in An American !>n«**rk (1%2K 
this "American Eea-nark* was situated at Nysted, a settla-"tenfc 
. about five miles northwest of Oannebrcg, the Hystad folk school, 
which MilRreh attended. Is wall known In American-Danish literature. 
Just a half ^ile east sit * two-^oow bales building, tha public 
afebool. Hera, as in so ?tany other buildings like it, a raost 
important w^rk was done— that of E Plurlbus Cnu-n. unconsciously, 
the public school wade Americans of Danish children. 

Whereas a few Misguided** teachers of the $anish vacation 
school told the children they owed their priear? allegiance 
to C?naark| the public school teachers offered studies in A^erlcan^ 
history, not Danish. For these relative newcotters, itfwas not 
the wars of- tha Danes against the Germans in the school games. 
Bather, they were of Lexington and Concord, of Bunker Bill, of 

a 

Gettysburg, and San Juan, Kill. American patriots fors&ed one 
»lde against .British Redcoats, the Blue fought the Gray, and tha. • 
Rough Riders rushed San Juan Hill against the Soaniards. ^The 
Little Red Schoolhouse" was *n effective American U in? a^ent, 
ESJ£ sialaaa concluded of bis early day* la tha eouatry. 



N«m<» Snyder Yoat»s No ?i«s on ^* Hands C196?* tells 
of 1 Kit If rant Swedish students of the Roten Valle? School north 
of Gothenberg in a nay that suggests that established children 
and iaaigranfcs got alon| exults well. Some distinction* were 
aoticad, of course, but the 3w#dlsh children suffered only »ild 
forms of teasing, nothing of the severity pictured hy Wlnthar. 
fh*» taaehar apeka kindly t© the neweomars, for instance. Other 
atudanta helped a Swedish girl with her English and found only 
gentle aakor in such nishandled phrases as, "Huh, 1 don*t feel 
no snell* and "Oh, pleaae let me uae you to leg,* the speaker 
wanting t\> laaa^n soswone, 

fhe remembrances of quite a lot of people 1 in%r viewed » 
leaned mostly toward the Slelsen and Yost versions. j 

* will only mention other Nebraska writers who have cemented 
on the country school experience. An account 

of a literary appears in Bessie Streeter Aidrich*s A Lantwrn 
ill Her Hand . The novel tal.la of such eoems as Pae's "The Raven" 
and "The Wrack of the Hesperus" being recited ther*. While the 
book does seep to ha\?e the spirit of the country school oretty 
well depicted, the settinc for this portion, at Woodpecker School, 
is actually in lews. Small matter, 

finown among Sebrsskans, if known at ail, is poet Edwin Pord 
f Iper for hit volume of poetry, Barbed Wire and Other Wayfarers 
U926), which includes a poe« of several staoaas, "Th» School- . 
distress." Piper describes well th* near-priffiltive conditions under 
which HI idred taught — the sod house, the fire-building, the children 
a^work on benches— then concludes each part of the poem by 
eommantln* on how small har remuneration was. X cite but a few lines 



SometWias a mouse run* rustUnfi h*rmi*jij snakes 
Go»o sliding to the floor, or up the loas 
k dusky llsard darts* 

•Tit horo she novas, 
,Tha aanlus or the plaet, viewed «s til wise 
to booklore, honest, patient, logins, kind, 
Coursfeoust ail tiiaa* talents for the turn 
Of twenty *f lv» -a month and board herself. 

In her Sand Hills Sundays , Far I Sandos comments on the 
features of the school building where she taught, noting how 
the walla and eelllnas harbored snakes. William Christy's 
master's thesis, And Sever , Let JJs Cr^, contains a story, N *?he 
ain't Box;" which recalls how eKsetlns rural school teachers 
struggled to excise "alnH" from the language. Christy's sterles 
grew out of his experiences In the Gates-New Hllburn area twenty 
miles north of Broken Bow. Prom the same area, Berna Hunter 
Chrisman drew on her experiences for the hook, When You and 1 1 
Were Votin g. Nebraska , edited prlrelpally by her son, Harry 
Chrlsman, a Western writer of some forty years standing. 
Incidentally, jlso within this small compass of three mll^s or 
so lay the Solomon D,* Butcher homestead, Butcher left a valuable 
legacy In pioneer photography, some of which wsa county schools. 

Given the Instances of lehsfcod Crane, of John 0. Helhardt 
and others, one might conclude that a tenseful ambiance hovered 
over the country schools^, despite such testimony as Stuart »s. 
Can It tee that the fights and near-fight^ dcmln|te because they 
are more traumatic and therefore more drakatlc? In the event 
that the element of "love* ha* not had Us proper portion In 
this account, I should like to reoort that most former country 
schoolteachers maintain they did not have severe discipline 
problems and do stress the presence of love, that greatest of 
all qualities, In their rural schools. This testimony from a 



voice you will aoen recognize well condense? what t hive 
ha aril others say-- 

Transcription of 01 tl intarriew oi' Governor Charles Thone by Ernest 
Orundy « State Capitol, Lincoln, Kebra&ka, September 3, 1981, 
Tranaorlbad by Broost 0 ninety from cassette tape. 

(Grundy had juat asked Governor Thone If he had ever felt disadvantaged 
by having attended a country school for seven years—he graduated in 
that period of tine.) 

Governor Thone t tour question on being disadvantaged hangs with me just ' 
a little because it's been brought up before, X think we <nay have had an 
advantage in District IDS, 2 think probably what occurred in many of those 
country schools was the cloae-knitnesa of our group, the- lack of any kind of 
Jealousies or any kind of competition, if you want to call it that, that 
you run into in scan of the more large/or more sophisticated schools. We 
had a very homogeneous group. I guess what I am aayiwr even f re* the teachers 
and from the home**et that time was the overabundance of love that we had in 
northern Dedar County and, if you please, in DistrtcT 108. There was real 
earing and snaring. I feel that warmth to this day, Ernest, and it has 
served me well, 1 don't know that 1 am expressing totally np reflections 
of my feelings in that regard. Maybe you had to have -been in* one of those 
settings to really appreciate what I aw trying to say here, but 1 guess it's 
a lesaon that parents in particular should never forget. I remind myself 
of it eveg^onee in a while and I know Mrs, Thone does as far as our three 
daughters ar# concerned. They "11 overlook an awful lot as IcnTas they feel 
you love them, and I think it's necessary that we parents should tell our 
children that f requentlyv 

and In conclusion 
APFOpoe of this thoutfht^ let us heir from a poet reading his 

own poem, probably the latest written on a courftry school. 

It Is also the best one. First appearing in The Rarer game , 

it has been picked up by a booklet, Th« Country School Legacy . 

$h« poem is a compliment the project. . f 
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ask* 

*Jd find vou. 
e 



"Foef In Residence at a Country School" 

The school greets me like a scries 
of sentence fragments sent out *o recess 
Before I hit the front door 
r m Into a game of basebai i soccer 
My firm kick* a foufc my second sails 
over the heads of the outfielders 
rounding third base, 1 suck in my stomach 
and dodge the throw of a Small blue-eyed boy, 
I enter the sc^iool* sucking apples of wincl 
In tlie fifth-grade seetl&yM the room 
1 stand In the center of an old ruga 
Wliere ***#*iid you go where no one rj 
a set ret pUice where you'd be invlsi 
to everyone except yourselves: 
what would you do there what wojild you say*/ 
I ask them to Imagine they're the* 
and writing a poem. As t walk around the room. 
I look at the wrists of the kids, 
green and alive, careful with silertce 
They are writing themselves into fallen elms, 
corners of barns, washouts, and/alkali flats* 
I watch until a tiny boy appr< 
who says he can't think of a pl^ce, 
who wonders today at least, if, 
he just could* ,1 sit on my U 
Tomorrow, he says* hell writ < 
And so the two of us sit unddr a clock, 
beside a gaudy picture of a butterfly, 
and a sweet poem of Christina Rosen te, 
And in all that silence, neither of us 
ran imagine where he'd rat/ier he 

Krtsmry state C fillet** 



(Ottd by Karat m Ion) 
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